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SUBJ: DOW CHEMICAL NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOVIETS 
REF: MOSCOW 15595, DEC. 14, 1973 

1. DOW CHEMICAL REP ADVISED EMBOFF JANUARY 25 THAT SOVIETS HAD 
SIGNED CONTRACT FOR NAPTHA SUPPLIES THROUGH 1980, WITH QUANTITY 
FOR 1974 SET AT 1.4 MILLION TONS AND UNDERSTANDING THAT AMOUNTS 
SUPPLIED IN FOLLOWING YEARS WOULD INCREASE APPROXIMATELY 

10 PER CENT ANNUALLY. IN CONTRAST TO RELAXED SOVIET ATTITUDE RE- 
PORTED REFTEL, DOW REP FOUND SOVIETS DURING CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS CON- 
CERNED OVER POSSIBILITY THAT REPORT OF NEW CONTRACT WOULD LEAK TO 
PRESS AND HE ASKED THAT INFORMATION BE VERY CLOSELY HELD. AT 
SAME TIME, HE NOTED THAT SOVIETS HAD MOVED BACK FROM PRELIMINARY 
COMMITMENT (REFTEL) PROVIDE 500,000 TONS OF GAS-OIL FOR SHIPMENT 
TO US DURING 1974. ALTHOUGH SOVIETS WERE NOT AS FRANK WITH DOW 
REP AS THEY WERE WITH KAISER INDUSTRIES NEGOTIATORS (SEE 
MOSCOW 1011) IN EXPLAINING THEIR INABILITY SUPPLY GAS-OIL FOR 
SHIPMENT TO US, DOW REP HAD CLEAR IMPRESSION THAT SOVIETS 
WERE MOTIVATED BY CONCERN THAT ARABS WOULD LEARN OF TRANSACTION. 

2. DURING CURRENT VISIT, DOW REP ALSO RECEIVED OFFICIAL 
NOTIFICATION, AS OF JANUARY 23, 1974, OF APPROVAL OF DOW'S 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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APPLICATION FOR ACCREDITED OFFICE IN MOSCOW. HE ALSO RECEIVED 
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SOME ENCOURAGEMENT FROM UPDK THAT OFFICE AND APARTMENT WOULD 
BE MADE AVAILABLE DURING AUGUST 1974. ONLY DISCORDANT 
NOTE WAS ADDED BY MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE PROTOCOL CHIEF VORONA 
WHO TOLD DOW REP THAT ACCREDITATION COULD BE WITHDRAWN AS EASILY 
AS IT WAS ISSUED. AS GROUNDS FOR WITHDRAWAL OF ACCREDITATION, 

VORONA REPORTEDLY LISTED DECLINE IN VOLUME OF COMPANY’S TRADE 
WITH USSR AND "UNACCEPTABLE ACTIVITIES" BY LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE. 

PRESSED FOR EXPLANATION OF LATTER POINT, VORONA REFERRED TO CASE 
OF JAPANESE FIRM WHOSE ACCREDITATION WAS WITHDRAWN 
WHEN ITS REPRESENTATIVE WAS FOUND THREE TIMES BY SOVIET POLICE IN 
"COMPROMISING CIRCUMSTANCES." VORONA ALSO NOTED THAT NETHERLANDS 
FIRM STEMMLER-IMEX WAS "DISACCREDITED" WHEN IT WENT BANKRUPT. 
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